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of Fort Dearborn. This was built where the voyageurs paddled up the
Chicago River, in order to reach the low divide at Summit, from which
they could voyage to the Illinois River and so join the Mississippi
system. At the Forks there were three inns and about a dozen huts by
1828. Farms existed on Madison Street in 1833, though today the
nearest farm is at 143rd Street near Lake Calumet. So also private
houses have been displaced from the Forks for about a distance of eight
miles to the south, if one ignores one or two isolated examples buried
among the shops. Forest covered much of the area south of Madison
Street, and this was displaced about thirty miles to the south in the
next century.
The growth of the city by 1873 and 1899 can be made out from
the two middle strata (Fig. 68). The major features of the present
city appear in the upper chart. Settlement has extended beyond the
official city limits in every direction except the south-west. The centre
of the city is now south of State and Madison in the heart of the
sky-scrapers. These extend along the lake front for some ten miles,
with an isolated area of towering apartments close to the lake near
53rd Street. The better-class residences are now mostly more than six
miles from the "Loop/' with long extensions to the south-west towards
Blue Island. The industrial areas have spread widely, chiefly along the
main railway lines or in the Lake Calumet area in the south, The Negro
element has spread southward, occupying many former desirable resi-
dences between State Street and the lake. Very large Polish, Czech, and
Italian communities build up most of the population west of the Loop,
They are marked on the upper chart (Fig. 68),
In making my traverse (Fig. 69) to learn how a countryside was
gradually affected by the encroachments of a large city, I chose the
section along the two roads to the south called State and Hatsted.
They are parallel roads about a mile apart. The latter must be one of
the longest straight city streets in America, for it is over thirty-three
miles long south of the Loop at the centre of the city. It will be con-
venient to commence at the southern end of the traverse (i.e., bottom
right of Fig. 69). Here we find a considerable number of small
"villages/' linked to the big city by numerous roads and railways, and
being gradually changed from farm centres to suburban appendages
of the city. Crete is thirty-three miles south of the city, yet its chief
feature perhaps is the large golf links in the vicinity, which attracts
numbers of folk from the city. There are many other golf courses,